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ABSTRACT. The name of mymarid wasp Gonato- 
cerus cicadellae Nikolskaja, 1951 is synonymized under 
G. longicornis Nees, 1834 based on examination of the 
material recently collected in northern Kyrgyzstan, from 
where G. cicadellae was described. New data about the 
distribution of this species, an egg parasitoid of the 
leafhopper Cicadella viridis (Linnaeus, 1758), are given. 


PE3IOME. Ha3BaHne Hae3qHuka Gonatocerus 
cicadellae Nikolskaja, 1951 cBeqeHo B CHHOHUMBI K Ha 
OCHOBe W3y4eHHA MaTepHasia, coOpaHHoro HEMABHO B 
ceBepHoM Kupru3ctaHe, orkyga Ob onycan G. 
cicadellae. puseyeubi oBble JaHHble o paciipoctpaHe- 
HHH 3TOTO Bua — Tapa3ntTa AMI 3CEJËHOÑ WuKayKu 
Cicadella viridis (Linnaeus, 1758). 


The mymarid wasp species Gonatocerus cicadellae 
Nikolskaja, 1951 was described from a series of 30 
females and 10 males, reared from the eggs of the leafhop- 
per Cicadella viridis (Linnaeus, 1758) by N.Ya. Sokolen- 
ko during 1947-1949 in Kyzyl-Asker district, Bishkek 
(then Frunze) region of Kyrgyzstan (then Kyrgyz SSR) 
[Nikolskaja, 1951]. This leafhopper, known in the Rus- 
sian scientific literature under the common name “green 
leafhopper’, was reported as a pest of soybeans and rice 
in the Russian Far East as well as of young fruit trees in 
Kyrgyzstan where, in 1949, 20.1% of its eggs in the first 
generation on raspberries were parasitized by G. cicadel- 
lae [Sokolenko, 1956] (as G. cicadella [sic] Nicolskaja). 

Recently, many authors who have studied the My- 
maridae suspected, based on the original description and 
drawings, that G. cicadellae might be conspecific with 
the better known speciesGonatocerus longicornis Nees, 
1834 [Graham, 1982; Matthews, 1986; Viggiani & Jesu, 
1988 (asLymaenon cicadelle[sic] Nikolskaya); Zeya & 
Hayat, 1995], but all of them came short of formally 
synonymizing the former under the latter. The main 
reason for that was the unavailability of the type material 
of G. cicadellae for study. 


The original material of G. cicadellae, including the 
“type” (all specimens probably preserved in alcohol), 
was deposited in the collection of the Zoological Insti- 
tute, Academy of Sciences of the USSR [Nikolskaja, 
1951], but recently it could not be found [V.A. Tr- 
japitzin, personal communication]. However, I have 
been fortunate to obtain a series of freshly collected 
specimens of G. longicornis from northern Kyrgyzstan. 
A thorough comparison of these specimens with Nikol- 
skaja’s description and her drawing of the female G. 
cicadellae leaves no doubt in my mind that these two 
nominal species are the same. The proposed new synony- 
my of G. cicadellae under G. longicornis is also justified 
by acomparison of the specimens from Kyrgyzstan with 
other material of this species from France and Russia; all 
identifications are mine following Matthews [1986]. 

Acronyms for depositories of specimens are as fol- 
lows: INHS, Illinois Natural History Survey, Cham- 
paign, Illinois, USA; UCRC, Entomology Research 
Museum, University of California at Riverside, Califor- 
nia, USA; ZIN, Zoological Institute, Russian Academy 
of Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russia. 


Gonatocerus longicornis Nees, 1834 


Gonatocerus longicornis Nees, 1834: 192. 

Gonatocerus cicadellae Nikolskaja, 1951: 575-576, syn. n. 

Gonatocerus cicadellae Nikolskaya; Sahad & Hirashima, 1984: 
30-34. 

Gonatocerus longicornis Nees; Matthews, 1986: 218. 

Material. FRANCE, DEPARTEMENT GIRONDE, Sainte 
Colombe, 44°54’N, 00°02’W, 14.1X.2000, M. van Helden, 1 9 
[UCRC]. KYRGYZSTAN, TALAS REGION, near Boo-Terek, 42° 
35°15”N, 71°4549”E, 1000 m, 15.V1.1999, CH. Dietrich, 10 99 
[INHS, UCRC], RUSSIA, PRIMORSKIY KRAY, Ussuriysk dis- 
trict, Gornotayozhnoye, VII-VIII.1999, M.V. Michailovskaya, 
numerous °°, S'A [UCRC, ZIN]. 

DISTRIBUTION AND HOSTS. This species is known 
from Austria, Czech Republic, Finland, France (new record), 
Germany, Greece, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Ro- 
mania, Russia, Slovakia, and United Kingdom (England, Wales). 
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Gonatocerus longicornis is likely to be widely distributed 
in the Palaearctic region and also in parts of the Oriental 
region throughout the range of its principal host, C. viridis. 
Additional leafhopper hosts in India are indicated by Zeya & 
Hayat [1995]. In Russia, this species was reported by Hellén 
[1974] from Leningrad region as Gonatocerus terebrator 
(Forster, 1847), another junior synonym of G. longicornis. It 
is reported here for the first time from southern Primorskiy 
kray, where it appears to be very common. 

REMARKS. Because the type material of G. longicornis 
(from Germany) had been lost, and considering its status as 
the type species of the genus Gonatocerus Nees, 1834, a 
neotype was designated by Boucek & Graham [1972] from the 
female collected in Italy. Good, illustrated redescriptions of 
this species are available [Boucek & Graham, 1972; Sahad & 
Hirashima, 1984; Matthews, 1986; Zeya & Hayat, 1995]. It is 
a member of the sulphuripes species-group as defined by 
Matthews [1986], who revised and keyed the British species 
of Gonatocerus. Lists of other synonyms of G. longicornis 
were provided by Matthews [1986] and Zeya & Hayat [1995]. 
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